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Gender and feminism are more than 21st century 
polit ical conversations .   

They are words that establish a basis for how we view 
and interact with our world .  

So why doesn ’ t architecture respond to this notion? 

And how does this apply to sustainability?

WE ARE A PROFESSION ROOTED IN
DESIGNING SPACES FOR ALL PEOPLE“Arch i tec ts are 

responsible for the 
e x i s t e n c e o f 
b u i l d i n g s t h a t 
considerably affect 
the lives of their 
users.” (Lageaux)



ecofeminism
“ T h e r e a r e i m p o r t a n t 

connections between feminism  

a n d e n v i r o nm e n t a l i sm ,  a n 

a p p r e c i a t i o n o f w h i c h i s 

essential for the success of the 

w o m e n ’ s a n d e c o l o g i c a l 

movements.” (Warren)

• It is not about domination. 
• It seeks to create a frame 

of reference through which 
we can understand the 
intellectual constructs of 
man/nature and man/
woman and compare 
these constructs.



history

Grete Schüte-Lihotzky’s Frankfurt 
Kitchen 
•Experiments with new mater ia ls 

and colors 
•Designed for opt imal eff ic iency, 

specif ical ly for women 
•Modeled after gal ley kitchens 

seen in train cars 



COMPARISON

“A house is a machine for l iv ing in.”
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“Architecture and architectural freedom 
are above al l  a social issue that must 
b e s e e n f r o m i n s i d e a p o l i t i c a l 
structure, not from outside i t .”
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material
“The aus te r i t y o f t he dominan t 
modernistic materials such as brutal, 
hard, simple concrete, steel, glass was 
emphasized by plain architectural forms. 
Ornament and decoration was criticized 
a n d a b a n d o n e d , a n d d e p r i v e d 
a r c h i t e c t u r e f o r m o f f e m i n i n e 
features.” (Lushnikova)
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Material and color are 
u s e d t o c o n v e y 
emotion and define 
different uses.

M a t e r i a l 
and color 
are stark, 
m o d e r n , 
and purely 
functional.



space
Hierarchy 

Form fol lows funct ion 

The Modulor 

“ I t  should be recognized that 
space in i tsel f  is not inherent ly 
powerful .  I t  is the pol i t ics of 
spat ia l  usage that determine i ts 
power.” (Rey)

“Architecture is simultaneously informed 
by and informs the way the human body is 
understood within the context of space 
and society.” (Rashid)
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The kitchen was modeled after 
Gre te Schü t te -L iho tzsky ’s 
Frankfurt Kitchen. 

Ceiling heights and proportions 
in bedrooms were specifically 
chosen to accommodate heights 
and perspectives of female 
occupants. 

The only part of the home designed 
specifically for the usage of a woman is the 
bathtub. 

Follows principles of minimal ornamentation 
and “a house is a machine to live in.”



sustainability
Equal i ty between male and female, 
man and nature 

Maximizat ion of eff ic iency 

Balance of power
“Without the inclusion of feminist concerns 
for diversity in general and gender 
equal i ty in par t icular, most green 
approaches are incomplete.” (MacGregor)
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