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Living and Building in a Floodplain

Walsenburg, Colorado is the heart of Huerfano county. With a proud history of mining, this community has
seen many changes, and economic hardships. Its newest threats: the opioid epidemic, services and care for
its aging population, access to healthy foods, and the constant threat of disastrous flooding. They are facing
these hardships with hope and community strength. This new campus aims to be a reflection of that strength
and a place to facilitate a bright and healthy future for this community. The chosen site for the campus is
within the 100-year flood plain, our site modifications aim to eliminate the threat of flooding and amenitize the
site.
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Steel angle used to

Painted steel connect two sides
sheeting to divert together, welded to
water. Not used in wide flange columns.
instances when Gabion cages are
filtering should Steel channel to Steel channel to custom and use
occur. Painted to support and attach Steel wide flange support and attach locally sourced rock Steel HSS box tube Poured in place
prevent rusting and steel sheeting. columns with round steel gabion cages. to filter and stop between panels of concrete footings
provide a surface for Welded to wide bar cross-bracing to Bolted to wide flange debris from flooding gabion cages for with weld plates on
community art. flange columns. resist lateral loads columns. events. support. top.
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Assembly and Materials

The buildings on the Walsenburg Health Campus use a strong, economic and structurally elegant system
based on a pre-fabricated steel building. The exterior skin consists of a metal insulated panel system used
for the walls and the roof. On the south and west river facing walls, a thin gabion cage is fixed to the surface

to reinforce the material coding of safety. Transparency is provided through blackened steel storefront glazing
system, providing a delicate element to represent hope that the community can rise above the flooding threat

The interior is comprised of steel stud walls that are sheathed in painted gypsum wall panels and reclaimed
wood with insulation between studs to attenuate sound and provide privacy to clients and service providers
alike. The floors are polished concrete for its strength, ability to be cleaned and resistance to water damage
due to flooding.

Wall Details
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Wide flange steel girder

Steel cap plate welded to steel girder
Through bolts connecting glulam column to
sandwiched steel plate

Line of steel plate hidden inside glulam column

Line of metal insulated panel beyond

Blackened Steel ine of steel plate hidden inside glulam column

Steel plate inset into concrete slab, welded to plate
continuing into glulam column
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Polished Concrete

Reclaimed Wood
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Skylight

Metal Insulated roof panel
R-31

Steel grid system based on
pre-fabricated steel
buildings with cable
cross-bracing to resist wind
loads.

Gabion cage with loose
stacked rock to allow light to
permeate, also acts as a
protective barrier from flood
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Metal insulated wall panels
R-25

‘ Floor joists for 2nd floor

‘ Mechanical system,
exposed round ducting.

‘ | Return air is the darker
color.

Concrete elevator shaft and
fire stair shafts.

Concrete floors, poured in
place. 1st floor is slab on
grade

Glazed storefront system

Masonry site wall, primary
defense against flood debris
for the buildings.

Second floor spaces directly
above the site wall are
transparent inner-walls with
gabion cage exteriors.

Community spaces and all
second floor spaces not
directly above the site wall are
transparent.

All first floor walls directly
adjacent to the river and/or
above a site wall are covered
with gabion cages and
puncture windows.

All courtyard facing edges are
transparent unless privacy is
required for client
confidentiality.

Gabion Cage with
Punched Windows

Storefront System _
|| Gabion Cage with

Storefront behind

Scale: 17 = 20’

Campus SouthElevation

m— i ey oy p g ey | ey |y ey g p gy ] ey | e ey | ) g ey ey | p |



Level 2

B RISE

Connection and Creation of Community

Community was top of mind when siting the buildings and laying out internal spaces.

o . ) g . Service Providers
Each building is anchored by community rooms serving the public. Exam and consulting

client rooms are shared by all service providers, creating a soft hand off and anonymity. Client Rooms
The siting of the buildings create and hold the community courtyard spaces and the
early childhood center, creating a sacred space for all to enjoy. Exam Rooms

Public Rooms

Storage
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Open Child’s Play Area:
The sound of children promotes positive
mental health.
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c Active Public Space:

Open teaching kitchen at entry promotes
programs and community feel of building.

Community
Kitchen &
Classroom
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Soft Hand Off/Anonymity:

Emergency
Response

Client rooms are adjacent to service providers
offices. Clients comes to one room and can see
as many providers as needed, thus there is an
air of anonymity reducing the stigma of seeking
public services.

Trailers



West Campus Entry
East Campus Entry
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